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78 MONTHLY DAY OF ADORATION: NOTE
-8 DECEMBER DAY AND DATE CHANGE
This Wednesday, December 23, the sanctu-
ary and church are being decorated for the
~W% Christmas Liturgies. Out of reverence for the

Blessed Sacrament and respect for those who come
to pray in a quiet atmosphere, our Monthly Day of
Eucharistic Adoration is being moved forward by
one day this week to Tuesday, December 22, when
the Blessed Sacrament will be placed on exposi-
tion beginning immediately after the 8:00 AM Mass
and continue there until 9:00 PM Tuesday night.

As this is the Year for Priests and our Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI has asked that we pray for
priests, especially before the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament, what better opportunity than to reserve
time for yourself on Tuesday to make a prayer visit
and spend some quiet time with Jesus.

If you can commit to either an hour or half-hour
prayer visit sometime on Tuesday, please sign-up,
now on the Commitment Sheets posted near the exit
doors of the church!

OLMC CHILDREN’S & YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADES 1-12
Christmas vacation schedule:
December 20 — January 2.

All grades, all sessions, will return to their regular
schedules beginning on Sunday, January 3.

For further information contact program director,
John Bruscia, at (949) 673-2719 or jbruscia@olmc.net

£

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
INFORMATIONAL MEETING
“He who stands with us,
never stands alone.”

Our parish’s Knights of Columbus Council is spon-
soring an Informational Meeting next Tuesday eve-
ning, December 29. The brief meeting will begin at
6:30 PM in O’Donnell Hall. All Catholic men over 18
years of age and wives are invited to come and learn
more about the benefits of membership in the organi-
zation. The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, family,
fraternal service organization. For more information,
contact John Gleason at (949) 981-3867.

PRAYER BLESSING FOR

THE CHRISTMAS TREE

Decorating a tree at Christmas is especially

meaningful for Christians. Trees have so
much symbolic meaning — going all the way back to
the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden. Christ too is
viewed as the Tree of Life, and it was on the tree of
the cross that He won Life for us.

Many Catholics have a tradition of saying a bless-
ing for the Christmas tree after it is decorated (and
before they light it up). You can have members of
your family or group take turns making up blessings,
or you can all use this one:

Lord our God, we praise you for the light of
creation: the sun, the moon, and the stars of the
night. We praise you for the light of Israel: the
Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scrip-
tures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:
He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of
Peace, who fills us with the wonder of your love.

Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as
we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer it
gives us be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree come to the knowl-
edge and joy of salvation. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. All: Amen.

LAY MINISTERS AT CHRISTMAS
Additional Ushers, Greeters, and Lay Min-
isters of Holy Communion may be needed

| at some of our Christmas and holiday

Masses given possible numbers of visitors. If you can
arrive at least 10 minutes early for Mass, please
check with the Usher Captains or other lay minister
leaders to find out where you may be of service.

V%5 LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS

& Rosaries and other religious items that make
beautiful holiday gifts, hospitality presents, and
stocking stuffers are available for sale in the
vestibule of the church on Sunday mornings before
and after the 10:00 AM Mass.

I
! New Parishioner/Change of Address Notice
! (Please place in collection basket or rectory-door mail slot)

YEAR FOR PRIESTS
"The minister of Christ and dispenser of the mys-
teries of God, therefore, looks up to Him directly as
his model and supreme ideal." - Pope Paul VI
PRAY FOR PRIESTS e PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
As Pope Benedict XVI has declared that the Uni-
versal Church observe 2009-10 as the Year for
Priests, this Christmas would be a most appropriate
occasion to send a special greeting to any or all of the
priests that you know, expressing your sentiment of
support, gratitude, and prayer of thanks for the sacri-
fices they make serving the Church and each of us!

Name

Address

Phone Number

U | am a new parishioner * (See note below)
U This is a change of address/phone no. notice
U | am moving from the parish
* Call/stop-by the Parish Office for a Registration Card
[Note: You will be registered only after you have returned
a completed Registration Card to the Parish Office.]




